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167 jailed for
illegal protest

A TOTAL of 167 people have
been jailed in connection with an
illegal protest outside the home of
opposition spiritual leader Shaikh
Isa Qassim.

The nearly year-long sit-in started
after Shaikh Qassim’s nationality was
revoked in June 2016 for fuelling sec-
tarian tensions and establishing organ-
isations with foreign links.

Bahrain’s High Criminal Court yes-
terday convicted the defendants of
charges that included assault, possess-
ing Molotov cocktails, using violence
against police, rioting and taking part
in an illegal gathering.

Fifty-six were jailed for 10 years,
nine were jailed for three years, 83
people were jailed for 12 months and
five were jailed for six months.

By NOOR ZAHRA

Sentences of 14 others were not
immediately available.

Meanwhile, four defendants were
acquitted of all charges.

“The (convicted) defendants were
found guilty of the charges due to
sufficient evidence against them pre-
sented by prosecutors,” said the court
in its ruling.

“However, four of the defendants
were acquitted because the court did
not trust that they took part in the ille-
gal gathering.”

A defence lawyer, whose relative
was among the four cleared of wrong-
doing, shed tears of happiness when
the verdict was delivered.

The protest was dispersed by police
during an operation in May 2017, after

Shaikh Qassim and two accomplices
were convicted of laundering millions
of dinars, for which they received sus-
pended jail sentences.

However, during the police opera-
tion officers met resistance and five
fugitives died during confrontations.

Another 31 policemen were injured
and illegal weapons recovered by
officers during the raid included an
unexploded hand grenade manufac-
tured in Iran.

Meanwhile, police said they were
“showered with hand grenades” and
attacked with metal rods, knives and
axes as they tried to disperse the gath-
ering, which was described as a refuge
for dangerous criminals and known
terrori

Among those arrested was a wanted
terrorist who had already been sen-

tenced to a total of 111 years in jail for
terrorism offences.

Before it was raided there were sev-
eral cases of assaults and kidnappings
connected to the gathering, main-
ly involving victims who had been
accused of co-operating with police.

Officers also reported being fired at
four times while conducting security
patrols in the vicinity, while residents
of the village faced daily disruption and
illegal roadblocks that restricted access.

Shaikh Qassim is now believed to
be in Iraq after receiving treatment for
a medical condition in London, UK.

Now aged in his 80s, he flew out
of Bahrain last July on a temporary
passport valid for one year, which was
issued on the orders of His Majesty
King Hamad.

noorz@gdn.com.bh

Gulf Daily News

11

Firm to hold
health camp
for workers

A CARDIAC seminar, CPR
practice and medical camp will
be held at a labour camp next
weekend.

The fifth awareness drive will
be conducted at the Tower and
Marketing Contracting (TMC)
camp in Sanad on March 8,
from 4pm to 8pm. The event
will also mark the Cardiac Care
Group’s first anniversary.

The medical camp, ‘Hridaya
Sparsam’, is being held in col-
laboration with the Thumpamon
Pravasi  Association, ‘Thum-
bakudam’, Bahrain and Saudi
chapter and Aliya Flowers.

The seminar will feature four
sessions, on cardiac class, a
video presentation, a Q&A ses-
sion and a CPR (cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation) course.

Speakers at the event are
Bahrain  Specialist Hospital
consultant  cardiologist ~Dr
Nikhil Shah, American Mis-
sion Hospital consultant cardi-
ologist Dr Sony Jacob, Royal
Bahrain Hospital consultant
cardiologist Dr Praveen Kumar
and American Mission Hospital
Amwaj Clinic’s general practi-
tioner Dr Babu Ramachandran,
while nurse educator Sasikala
Sasikumar will demonstrate
CPR techniques.

The event is free of charge.

For more information, call
33717421 or 38806825.
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