UAE reaches

historic deal

WASHINGTON: The UAE and Israel yesterday
reached a historic agreement that may lead to a
full normalisation of diplomatic relations.

Under the accord, Israel has agreed to suspend an-
nexing areas of the occupied West Bank as it had been
planning to do, White House officials said.

It also firms up opposition to regional power Iran,
which the UAE, Israel and the L'S view as the main
threat in the region.

The agreement was the product of lengthy discus-
sions between Israel, the UAE and the US that acceler-
ated recently, White House officials said.

A joint statement issued by the three nations said
Trump, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and Abu Dhabi’s Crown Prince Shaikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan had “agreed to the full normalisation
of relations.

“This historic diplomatic breakthrough will advance
peace in the Middle East region and is a testament to
the bold diplomacy and vision of the three leaders and
the courage of the UAE and Israel to chart a new path
that will unlock the great potential in the region,” the
statement said.

In a separate statement, Crown Prince Mohammed
stressed that the agreement would stop further Israeli
annexation of Palestinian territories.

The UAE said it would remain a strong supporter of
the Palestinian people and that the normalisation agree-
ment maintained the viability of a two-state solution to
the Israel-Palestinian conflict.

UAE Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Anwar
Gargash said the deal had helped defuse what he called
a ticking time bomb. He urged the Israelis and Palestin-
ians to return to the negotiating table.

Trump’s special envoy Brian Hook said the deal is a
“nightmare” for Iran.

Delegations from Israel and the UAE will meet in
coming weeks to sign agreements regarding invest-
ment, tourism, direct flights, security, telecommunica-
tions and other issues, the statement said.

Palestinian President Mahmood Abbas later rejected
the deal.

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
welcomed “any initiative that can promote peace and
security in the Middle East region,” a UN spokesman
said.

MANAMA: A total of 2,220 volunteers have
registered to take part in the third phase of
clinical trials of a potential Covid-19 vaccine
within 48 hours of the opening of registration,
the Health Ministry said last night.

They represent more than a third of the

total targeted number, it said, thanking all
volunteers for supporting national endeavours
to eradicate Covid-19.

M Turkey condemned

MANAMA: Bahrain yesterday expressed its
strong condemnation of the Turkish military
aggression in Sidekan of Erbil province in
Iraq.

It stressed that this attack was a flagrant
violation of Iraq’s sovereignty, the
principles of good neighbourliness and the
international charters and laws.

In this context and during a telephone

call with Iraqi Foreign Affairs Minister
Dr Fuad Hussein, Foreign Minister Dr
Abdullatif Al Zayani expressed deep
condolences of Bahrain, His Majesty

King Hamad, the government and people
to the government and people of Iraq on
the martyrdom of soldiers in the Turkish
attack.

He affirmed Bahrain’s solidarity with Iraq
against all threats to its security, stability
and territorial integrity.

M Talks agenda ready

BAGHDAD: US Embassy in Baghdad has
finalised the issues to be discussed by
President Donald Trump and Iraqi Prime
Minister Mustafa Al Kadhimi when they meet
in Washington on Thursday.

Washington and Baghdad would look to boost
bilateral ties, including in security, energy.

FOCUS ON BREAKING NEWS THIS MORNING
IN BAHRAIN AND ACROSS THE GLOBE

M 2,220 volunteers for vaccine trials

health care and economy, said the embassy.
Al Khademi’s office said the Iraqi Prime
Minister’s meeting with the US President

has been confirmed and talks will cover
bilateral co-operation in various fields namely
investment, health and security.

Sources close to Al Khademi said he will be
carrying a map featuring the deployment of
Iran-backed armed militias, which disrupts
Irag’s security and poses a threat to US
presence in Iraq.

Al Khademi also held intensive contacts with
Iranian security and political parties on Iran’s
desire to convey a message to Washington on
the possibility of ending the tension between
the two countries, sources said.

Iran’s message to Washington also includes
the possibility of reaching an understanding
on the security and political situation in Irag,
particularly Iran’s readiness to gradually
renounce militias operating outside Iraq’s
security and legal system and refraining from
spending funds to affect upcoming elections
in Iraq, sources added.

# Houthi drone attack

DUBAI: The Saudi-led coalition fighting

the Houthi movement in Yemen yesterday
said it intercepted and downed an armed
drone and two ballistic missiles launched
towards a southern part of Saudi Arabia,

in a statement carried by Saudi state news
outlets.

Cross-border attacks by Iran-aligned
Houthi forces have escalated since late May
when a truce prompted by the coronavirus
pandemic expired.

In late June, missiles reached the Saudi
capital Riyadh. The coalition has retaliated
with air strikes.
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