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‘Make a Child
‘campaign expanded

BAHRAIN’S oldest Ramadan
collection campaign dedicated to
children has been expanded fol-
lowing a drop in donations over
the past five years, it has emerged.

The Mugabah Charitable Society,
which spearheaded the ‘Make a Child
Happy’ campaign for the past 21 years,
has now decided to accept electronic
items such as laptops, tablets, TVs,
game consoles and video games.

However, it will still continue col-
lecting clothes, toys and accessories
at supermarkets and shopping centres
across the country.

“What we started as a new concept
21 years ago has today reached a point
where several other organisations have
started similar schemes — of collecting
clothes, toys and accessories for chil-
dren,” said society board president Ali
Alzaki.

“In a way it’s good that there are
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a number of collections for children
through different channels.

“However, it’s bad in the sense that
most donors divide their contributions
between several donation boxes.

“Since a sharp drop in donations
over the past five years, we were on
the verge of shutting down the scheme
altogether this year.

“But we decided to give it another
go, with a new approach,

“This year, we have decided to col-
lect electronics such as laptops, tab-
lets, TVs, game consoles and video
games.

“In case we receive cash donations,
we make arrangements for brand new
items ourselves.

“Alternatively, suppliers are in-
formed that children would be arriving
to collect gifts which the donor can
then pay for directly.”

Mr Alzaki said the target was to pro-
vide gifts before Eid Al Fitr to 1,000
children, while giving other glﬂs to
100 children at Salmaniya Medical
Complex (SMC).

“Since the drop in donations we
have been partially covering the chil-
dren under us, and those in SMC, but
hopefully the new approach will en-
courage people to help us make chil-
dren happy.”

To donate or for more informa-
tion contact Mr Alzaki on 39680560,
39639088 or 33372878.

Cash donations can be made
into the society’s account at BBK
(100000152016) or National Bank of
Bahrain (79853382) or via the soci-
ety’s website maqaba.khairplus.com/
ar/item/T9ESXBZ2ER

Cheques can also be sent to the
Mugabah Charity Fund, PO Box
31231.
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B FLASHBACK: Mr Alzaki, right, and other board members visiting children in
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