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from a height.
“Our aim in this workshop is to bring

theory and practice together through
demonstrations,” said MrAI 1-lussaini.

“Most of the worksite fatalities in
volves falling from heights.

“Last year, we recorded I 0 deaths of
workers who fell due to various reasons
including lack of safety measures.”

A demonstration on safety techniques
by the Banz Group of companies was the
highlight of the event organised, along
with civil societies, by the ministry at its

Zayed Town complex.
A total of 120 companies which took

part were represented by employers and
safety officers.

“The demonstration featured differ
ent scenarios of a worker falling from
heights — he might get stuck in between
scaffolding, he might have a stroke and
slip into a coma, among others — and the
various measures to be adopted in each
situation,” said MrAI [lussaini.

“Working at heights is mostly a part
of the construction industry, as well as

cleaning high-rise buildings.
“Most of the fatalities are recorded

among small and medium enterprises,
not big companies.”

He said the number of fatalities in
volving falling from
heights has reduced over
the years due to aware
ness campaigns and safe
ty demonstrations.

“We plan to soon en
gage with the Bangla
desh Embassy to conduct
a similar workshop be
cause most of the Ban
gladeshi nationals em
ployed in the sector work
for small and medium
enterprises.”

The importance of
scaffolding, safety har
ness and safety gear such
as helmets and boots were also under
lined at the event yesterday.

“The ministry takes all measures to
ensure the safety of workers in our la
bour market,” said Labour Affairs assis
tant under-secretary Ahmed Al Hayki.

“We have workshops in partnership
with employers and civil societies aimed
at raising more awareness among people
who are responsible for workers’ safety
in companies.

“The life of every
worker in Bahrain is im
portant and we will not
tolerate any company
violating or not taking
enough measures to en
sure the safety of work-
ers.

“This workshop fo
cused on ‘falling from
heights’ which was be
hind a maximum num
ber of (worksite) fatali
ties in the past years.

“Although the num
bers have dropped we
still have to do more to

improve the situation.”
The event yesterday was also support

ed by the ministries of Interior, Health and
Works, Municipalities Affairs and Urban
Planning, as well as the Civil Defence.
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Drop in wo .
accident deatbf~~’~

• The safely demonstration by the Banz Group of companies
By RAJI UNNIKRISHNAN

FIVE fatal worksjte accidents
involving falling from heights
have been recorded in the country
so far this year, it was revealed.

According to the latest statistics, 89
incidents of falling
from heights were
registered, of which
45 cases resulted in
major injuries.

However, there
were 95 incidents of
falling from heights
last year, of which
10 proved fatal and
only four resulted in •MrAiHayki
major injuries.

The figures were disclosed by Labour
and Social Development Ministry safe
ty department safety and guidance head
Hussain Al Hussaini yesterday.

He was speaking to the GEJN on the
sidelines of a workshop which demon
strated rescue and safety measures in the
event of an accident involving falling

• Company representatives and workers at the event

Watch video at
www.gdnonline.com
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