By MOHAMMED AL A*ALI

THE Shura Council yes-
terday dedicated its entire
session to pay homage to
His Royal Highness Prince
Khalifa bin Salman Al
Khalifa.

A minute’s silence was held
in the upper chamber of Bah-
rain’s National Assembly be-
fore an emotional chairman Ali
Saleh Al Saleh decided to ig-
nore the planned schedule and
give members a chance to ex-
press their sorrow at the death
of the late Prime Minister.

For the first time since the
outbreak of the coronavirus
(Covid-19) pandemic in April,
39 of the 40 members were
present in the chamber.

Abdulwahab Al Mansoor was
reportedly too ill to
attend, even online.

“All of us here
stand with pride
because of the suc-
cessful strides led by
Prince Khalifa and
the committed work

“Prince Khalifa
was an  inspira-
tional, giving and
wise leader who
served Bahrain, the Arab and
Islamic nations — and humanity.

“He was a national icon who
led government work with the
nation and its people as top

Shura Council
and dedication throughout his
life that has seen Bahrain be-
come a lighthouse and model

in numerous fields,” said Mr Al
Saleh.

of his priorities during his 50
years of continuous contribu-
tion.

“HRH was never tired or
bored of listening to people and
fulfilling their requests and pro-
viding them with a decent life.”

Mr Al Saleh said the wide-
spread outpouring of grief

B Shura Council members observe a minute’s silence

showed that Prince Khalifa
had made a place in everyone's
heart.

“The Prince gathered people
from across the country and
was keen to meet them in his
weekly majlis. He joined ev-
eryone in their occasions, and
visited all areas as he was per-

sonally concerned about peo-
ple’s welfare.”

He also pointed out that the
late Prince was alwavs at the
forefront of efforts to strength-
en the relationship between the
legislative and executive arms
of the state.

In his closing remarks, he

said words couldn’t do justice
to the huge loss everyone's suf-
fered.

A tearful Shura Council first
vice-chairman Jamal Fakhro
said Prince Khalifa was close
to everyone through his open
heart, and door.

“He didn’t turn anyvone away
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