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Gifts of jo

By MAl AL KHATIB-CAMILLE

CHILDREN from under-
privileged families wall be
recerving a toy gift of hap-
piness on the first day of
Exd thanks to donations from
big-hearted supporters of a
commumty mihahve.

The OneleartBahrain so-
clal media campagn, aimed at
spreading goodwill across the
island through acts of kindness,
collected more than 1.000 tovs
during Ramadan.

“We have families in our da-
tabase who are strugghng finan-
clally and wanted to give some-
thing special for their children
that perhaps thev can’t afford.”
said Andrea Mocay, the One-
HeartBahrain group operational
facilitator, who 15 the regional
business development manager
at Al Hilal Publishing.

“Low eaming fanulies usual-
Iy focus on covering basic needs
for their dependents, therefore
tovs and other inleractive ilems
needed for chuld development
can be considered ‘luxunes’ and
usually fall at the bottom of the
prmrm list.

“Through this beautiful itia-
tive, we hope to bnng smiles on

B Different toy donations

their hittle faces and help ther
parents who are already bur-
dened by other 1ssues. We chose
to deliver it on Exd day as this
15 a time for celebration, jov and
happiness and this 15 what we
want Lo achieve.”

The Eaxd Tovs dnve, spear-
headed by Rajat Sachdeva, one
of OneHeartBahran's volun-
teers, aims to present 51 children
of different nationalities either
books, interactive board games,
cars, dolls, stuffed amimals,
action figures, musical instru-
ments, ¢vcles and many more
items that will contribute to thewr
education and entertainment

A selcthion of tovs will be de-
Ivered to babwes, toddlers and

those reaching pre-school age

“Together with the lovs
that have been cleaned and

wrapped,” added Mr Sachde-
va, “UneHeartBahrain wall also
provide the famibes with basic
tlems such as baby essenhals,
nappies and milk formula and a
box of grocenes mncluding veg-
etable ml, dal, chickpeas, nce,
tomato paste, salt, pepper and
fresh garlic.

“Ths is to support them even
lurther dunng this special tme
of the vear”

The chanty champions had
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also collaborated with Catopia
Cat Cafe in Adliva for gathening
secondhand and new tovs. Aw-
thor and Baloos Buddies found-
er Dr Sarah Clarke also donated
100 of her books Wheres Ba-
loo” and This Way Baloo! 1o-
wards the dnve Photographer
John Doubrava also volunteered
his services and took pictures of
the Kids Collection Dnve and
helped them sort out the items.

The Eid collection dnve was
the last activaty planned by One-
HeartBahram 10 end Ramadan
on a high nole

“Our evolution as a chanty
group has been very much pre-
mised on human need” said
Burthe van der Heyden, a social
strategist and teacher n medi-
tation practice who started the
Instagram account m Seplember
2019. “Whatever humanitanan
requests come o us, we try o

learn from them and support m
our best capacity. Since our ong-
mal plans for Ramadan, we have
recently come across a camp in
Hamala consisting of 82 peo-
ple across six nationaliies, who
have nol been pad for the last
seven months. They are in major
financial difficulty and in cnitical
need of food support.

“With the help of the Bangla-
desh Society, we have already
distributed fresh meals to this
camp, and our next task 5 to
rase donations of lood boxes. In
the meantime, we would hke to
make them feel part of our fami-
Iy, loved and cared for, especial-
Iv at the time of Eid when peo-
ple come together to celebrate
and mark the end of Ramadan
fasting.™

For details. follow (@one-
heartbahrain on Instagram.
Ma.alkhanb'a gulfweekly.com
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M India ties
are reviewed

DEPUTY Prime Minister Jawad
Al Arraved recerved Indian
Ambassador Pivush Shrivastav
and praised his efforts Lo promole
and develop bilateral relations and
co=-Dperalion

M Tribute to nurses

BAHRAIN vesterday marked
the International Nurses Day,
ohserved this vear under the
theme “A Vaice to Lead - A
vision for future healtheare™.
Health Minister Faega Al Saleh
paid tribute to all nursing stafT,
hailing their vital role and
indispensable contributions to
national efToris to combat the
novel coronavires.

M Congratulated

ROYAL Guard Special Force
Commander Shatkh Khalid bin
Hamad Al Khalifa congratulated
His Majesty King Hamad, the
Supreme Commander, His Roval
Highness Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince
Prime Minister, and Deputy
Supreme Commander, and National
Secunty Adviser and Roval Guard
Commander Shaikh Masser bin
Hamad Al Khalifa on Bahrain
Foval Guard team's success 1n
reaching the summut of Everest
“This would not have been possible
without the interest and support

of my father, His Majesty King
Hamad, the Supreme Commander,”
he said Shakh Khahd commended
the special efforts of Shaikh Nasser
in supporting the team and praised
the Roval Guard heroes for their
determined efforts that made the
achicvement possible
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