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& Youth Affairs Minister Rawan
Tawfigi met Mulhemoon Association

Dohaa Al Bashar Madani and other

board members. The minister
emphasised the importance of
continuing to enhance strategic
partnerships with leading youth

organisations. She highlighted

the key role of the association in
helping to develop a generation of
Bahrainis capable of meeting future

challenges and adopting innovative
ideas that drive sustainable
development. She underlined

the ministry’s commitment to

supporting and expanding such
Initiatives to invest in youth
potential as a foundation for a more
prosperous future for the kingdom.

Convict

A TEENAGE delinguent
who refused to stand up
when judges entered the
courtroom, and then assault-
ed a bailiff who tried to
escort him ouf, has lost a
chance at a do-over trial.

In June, the 18-year-old stu-
dent was sentenced to a year
in jail for pushing a policeman
and disrespecting an officer of
the law.

The verdict was issued in
absentia because he declined to
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appear at any of his hearings,
but his lawyer lodged an objec-
tion in court.

Although judges were set to
hear his defence, he once again
declined to come to -court,
missing his opportunity to deny
charges or avoid a conviction.

Yesterday, the High Crim-
inal Court dismissed his ob-
jection due to the no- shows,
treating it ‘as if it never was’,

accordmg to the verdict.

Attathed to the case files
were forms signed by the ob-
jector, in which he refused to
be brought from Jaw Prison to
answer his summons to appear
in the court in Manama.

The GDN earlier reported
that the young man was present
at the Supreme Criminal Ap-
peals Court as an appellant in a
destruetion of property case in
March this year.

He reportedly did not stand

up when court was called, and
5o a bailiff was ordered by the
appeals judge to remove the
teenager, when the 18-year-old
tashed out at him.

“As he was being escorted
out, the defendant pushed the
officer onto the glass barrier
that separates the appellants
from the rest of the courtroom,”
read the June ruling.

“His actions towards the
officer caused a shallow cut
to the latter’s forchead and

other mild scratches.”

The teenager from Demistan
admitted to the Public Prosecu-
tion that he pushed the officer,
and the incident was confirmed
through security camera footage.

He was at the Supreme Crim-
inal Appeals Court to contest a
one-year sentence issued by the
High Criminal Court in Febru-
ary this year.

He was previously sentenced
in at least two other criminal
cases, in which he was jailed

for three months each.

Records show that he was
first arrested in October 2023
in a vandalism case, and was
let out of prison in Aprll 2024,
but was once again arrested in
October 2024 on another delin-
quency accusation.

The Public Prosecution had
asked judges to penalise the
young man to the fullest extent
of the law for showing disrespect
to Bahrain’s legal institutions.
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